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Annex 502.4

Procurement - Provisions for municipalities, municipal
organizations, school boards and publicly-funded
academic, health and social service entities

G. Fair Acquisition Process
1. Procurements covered by this Annex shall be subject to a tendering process.

2.  “Tendering Process” includes all methods of tendering such as requests for information,
requests for quotations, requests for proposals, requests for qualification and calls for tenders.

3. Entities covered by this Annex may continue existing policies and procedures to the extent
that they are compatible with the provisions of this Annex.

4.  Purchasing practices which may depend on a long term arrangement between an entity
covered by this Annex and a supplier are permitted provided that each such arrangement is
undertaken in a manner consistent with this Annex.

5.  Entities covered by this Annex shall ensure that their needs, within Canada, of goods,
services and construction are met through a fair acquisition process that is based on the highest
degree of competition, efficiency and effectiveness, and is consistent with Sections “D” (Non-
Discrimination) and “E” (Transparency) of this Annex.

6.  The Provinces recognize that the transparency and non-discrimination of fair acquisition
processes necessary to ensure access for all Canadian suppliers to public procurement
opportunities can best be promoted through the widespread adoption of an electronic tendering
system or systems.

7. Accordingly, Provinces agree that an electronic tendering system or systems which are low
cost, easy to use and readily accessible across Canada, shall be made available to the entities
covered by this Annex no later than December 31, 1998. The electronic tendering system or
systems shall be capable of transmitting notices of contract awards.

8.  After the date of entry into force of this Annex, entities covered by this Annex shall be
required to post tender notices on the electronic tendering system or systems, referred to in
paragraph 7, for all covered procurement.

Prior to the date of entry into force of this Annex, entities covered by this Annex are
encouraged to use the electronic system or systems, for all covered procurement.

The dates above are subject to review under Section “P” (Review of Provisions and Future
Negotiations) by the Committee on Internal Trade to ensure that the electronic tendering system or
systems are operational and that an adequate period is provided for their adoption.

9.  The information provided in the tender notice shall include at least the following:

(&) a brief description of the procurement contemplated;
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(b)
()
(d)
()
(f)
(9)

the place where a person may obtain information and tender documents;

the conditions for obtaining the tender documents;

the place where the tenders are to be sent;

the date and time limit for submitting tenders;

the time and place of the opening of the tenders in the event of a public opening; and

a statement that the procurement is subject to this Annex.

10. Consistent with Section “E” (Transparency), entities covered by this Annex may, in evaluating
bids, take into account the submitted price, quality, quantity, delivery, servicing, the capacity of the
supplier to meet the requirements of the procurement and any other criteria consistent with

Section “D” (Non-Discrimination). The tender documents shall clearly identify the requirements of
the procurement, the criteria that will be used in the evaluation of bids and the methods of
weighting and evaluating the criteria.

11. Subject to Section “D” (Non-Discrimination), an entity covered by this Annex may limit tenders
to goods, services or suppliers qualified prior to the close of call for tenders.



